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Christian Group Backs Nuclear Disarmament 


(London) - A group of Christians from a number of denominations in Great Britain 
have formed a committee within the framework of the campaign for nuclear dis- 
armament in order to gain the support of their churches for the Campaign. 


The group's principal argument is that nuclear weapons of mass extermination 
Slaughter indiscriminately and therefore threaten all mankind and are an enemy 
Ore lite itself, 


Sponsors of the group are several prominent church leaders including the 
Anglican Bishops of Southwark, Llandaff and VYoolwich, and Miss Janet Lacey, 
C.B.E., director of the British Council of Churches! Department of Inter—Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees. 


A group with similar interests in the United States last week published a 
hew pamphlet entitled "A Christian Approach to Nuclear War". The lé-page study 
issued by the Church Peace Mission points out that while many Christians have 
held that war can be justified "as a tragic necessity in a sinful world", modern 
warfare developments mean that "such tolerance cannot possibly extend to the in- 
discriminate and unlimited use of force which nuclear war among modern powers 
entails". 


ft calls on the US government "not to persist in piling up nuclear arms, 
even if other nations are not prepared to agree on the same course .,,' 
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Sponsors of the pamphlet include such well-known theologians as President 
Herman Gezork of Andover-Newton Theological Seminary, Prof. L.H. De Yolf of the 
Boston University School of Theology, Dr. George A. Buttrick, preacher to the 
University of Harvard, and several others. EPS, Geneva 


Anglican Worker Priests in Malaya 


(Kuala Lumpur) — The Anglican Church in Malaya has taken steps to alleviate its 
shortage of clergy with a system of "worker priests", men ordained to the priest— 
hood but continuing their normal secular employment. 


A recent synod meeting in Penang adopted a canon permitting "dedicated men 
to be ordained to the priesthood, while continuing their secular occupation a bai 
asking no stipend from the church", age. 


Before being recommended for ordination, ae would undergo long 
training and pass tests set by examining chaplains of the diocese. The system 
has already been successfully tried in Hong Kong. HPS, Geneva 


Russian Journal Attacks Baptists! Activities 


(Moscow) — The activities of the Baptists and other "sectarians" in southern "oe 
Russia have been sharply denounced in an article in Izvestia, official Communist = 
party organ. : ‘s 


The article written by A. Blech, a member of the Krasnador local court, 
accuses the groups of violating the law and engaging in "anti-Soviet activities". 


with the local government as required by law and reprimands authorities who are © 
"careless about enforcing this regulation". It also charges that another regu-_ 
lation against “involving people under age in religious communities" is not 
being properly enforced, EPS, Geneva 


Paton Assails "Pseudo—Christianity" 


(New York) - Alan Paton, South African novelist and a prominent Anglican, has 
told a New York audience that "pseudo-Christianity", rather than Communism or 
Islam, is "the real enemy" of Christian progress in awakening Africa. 


Too often, he said, the church becomes identified with those intent upon 
preservation of the aehcoe quo and is made to appear as an institution "impeding 
progress toward better human life", 


Pseudo—Christianity, he declared, "always prefers stability to change, ele- 
vates the law above justice and serves expediency rather than love, We must 
‘face the fact", he added, "that at least in southern and eastern Africa many 
people have come to fdettl ty the church as-a sort of protector or the privileged, 
and they may therefore turn away from it when they are liberated," 


Mr. Paton, author of 'Cry the Beloved Country', and 'Too Late. the Phalawoneym 
was in New York to receive the 1960 Award given by Freedom House, a private US 
organisation. HPS, Geneva 
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Barth Sees Catholic-—Protestant Unity Not "In Prospect" 


(Washington, D.C.) — Dr. Karl Barth of the University of Basel, Switzerland, has 
said that he believes that Protestant and Roman Catholic unity “cannot yet be 
in prospect" but there is “possibly a new brotherly discussion concerning what 
can unite Rome and us, and concerning that which must always divide Rome and us", 


The Protestant theologian declared, "We must reckon with the strange pos- 
sibility that some day it might be apparent that what must and could unite Rome 
and us is comprehended in certain Roman spheres just as well, if not better, 
than in large segments of our own Protestant constituency," 


But he added, "We cannot suppress our estragement" in view of the "peri- 
pheral matters of the Roman Catholic system". HElaborating on this point he said 
he included in this category, "concepts of the mediatorial role of the Virgin 
Mary and the Saints, of the merit of the tradition, of the authority of the 
Church, and particularly of the Pope; and above all of the Sacraments", Protest— 
ants, he stated, "cannot conceive how these (peripheral matters) can be joined 
to the central teachings (of Christianity). 


Dr, Barth was one of a panel of 25 Protestant scholars from eight countries 
who took part in a symposium conducted by Christianity Today, a non—denominational 
Protestant journal, 


Another participant, Dr, Emil Brunner of the University of Zurich, stated 
bluntly, "the churches can never unite". But he observed, “within the churches 
there are some who have seen that the Bible knows of no church but ekklesia, 
the people of God, the brotherhood of men united in Christ". EPS, Geneva 


Baptist Missionaries Leaving Cuba 


(Atlanta, Ga.) -— Missionaries of the Southern Baptist Church in Cuba are re- 
turning to the United States as the result of a US State Department suggestion 
that dependents of US citizens leave because of the Castro government's attitude 
toward the US. However, the church will not discontinue its financial support 
of work in the island. The church now supports ten US missionaries in Western 
Cuba. 


2 eee et oe 


Prior to the State Department's advice, the church's mission board had 

» voted not to recall the families without the missionaries. Withdrawal is not 
expected seriously to curtail work, as the church's Cuban leaders are considered 
qualified to continue its programme. There are 85 Southern Baptist churches and 
200 missionsin Cuba employing in all 150 Cubans. Membership is about 8,800 

persons. HPS, Geneva 


Co-operation Urged Between Roman Catholic, Protestant Social Groups 


(Utrecht, Netherlands) - Roman Catholic organisations concerned with social and 
economic matters should co-operate "wherever possible" with Protestant groups 
Bective in the same field. This advice is given in the first two volumes of an 
eagerly awaited "Catholic Social Programme", published in Utrecht by the Catholic 
Council for Social and Economic Affairs. 


The study warns Catholic organisations against “isolation”, and says co- 
operation is a "must". Otherwise, it declares, "Catholics, instead of becoming 
the salt of the earth, might become a kitchen salt hidden away in a tin on a 
pantry shelf". EPS, Geneva 
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Two US Groups Plan Merger 


(Minneapolis) - The merger of two US evangelistic associations now seems virtu- 
ally assured. They are the Christian and Missionary Alliance with 100,000 
members in about 1,000 churches, and the Missionary Church Association which 
has about 8,000 members in 110 churches. 


All of the Alliance's 14 district conferences have approved the merger 
plan and it only remains now for the Missionary Church Association and the 
Alliance's general council to give final approval at meetings next year. Pro- 
posed name for the new body is "Alliance Missionary Church". 


The Alliance has 824 missionaries in 22 areas and 2,800 lay evangelists. 
The Missionary Church has some 100 missionaries, EPS, Geneva 


New Student Centre Planned in Geneva 


(Geneva) - Construction is expected to begin next spring on a new conference 
and student centre in Geneva, Switzerland, Plans for the new centre to be 
built at a cost of Ir.Sw.800,000 (US$200,000) have been authorized by the United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA's Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations, 


To be erected near the site for the new World Council of Churches head- 

' quarters and United Nations buildings, the centre will serve Geneva's inter- 

| national community, particularly students from Asia, Africa and Latin America 
studying in Europe. 


The centre will replace the John Knox house, a Presbyterian student centre 
started in 1954, located in anothcr section of Geneva. EPS, Geneva 


voviet Trade Unions Told to Oust Clergymen 


(Moscow) - Soviet trade unions have been advised to purge their ranks of clergy— 
men of all religious faiths. 


Trud, official trade union newspaper, has charged that clergymen have gained 
admittance illegally to trade unions to enjoy such benefits as free passes to 
vacation resorts, 


, 
: 
: 


"Both atheists and those who believe in God can be members of trade unions", 
the newspaper said. "But this does not mean that the doors of trade unions are 
open to those idlers who are getting income through religious deceit. It is 
not for them that funds of state social insurance and trade union budgets are 
allocated," 


The article said that clergymen had improperly become trade union members 
under a 1956 decree that granted membership to non-clerical employees of re- 
ligious organisations. It said the decree did not apply to those preaching 
religious faiths. EPS, Geneva 


National Christian Council of Ceylon Urges Study of Press Control 


(Colombo) - The Executive Committee of the National Christian Council of Ceylon 
has urged the prime minister and cabinet of the nation to appoint an independent 
press commission to study and report on the conduct of all newspapers in Coylon. 
It asks that the government await such a survey before taking any steps to 
Wenenge the structure of the press". 


~ nt ba sien & bai, _ ocr ; 
| Maat § 


yt ee hy f oe 


is att 


¥ Levu ] 


aa 


a, pa Ce 2é git 
Ae nha Beesite 


yee are) i Sean ony ae ae 
yw ass Safe dung 
et nw 1 (heath 


i = 


{ ; yoo 
: 4 DT diy s. « pat 
He) har ae DP * ce : 


i ok 


Pit 


ah trig 


A 


i See 


ib 


Me NEP sic 


ei 


cia sae a 
af il 


— No. 39 - 21st October, 1960 5 


The committee also suggested establishment of group representatives of both 
the Christian and non-Christian communities to study the government's proposal 
for a study of "the history and place of the press in democracies both in the 
West and in Asia and Africa", EPS, Geneva 


Ceylon Christians Note Missions Anniversary 


(Boston, Mass.) - A message of greeting on the occasion of the 150th anniversary 
of the oldest missionary society in North America has been sent by church lead- 
ers in Ceylon, one of the first areas in which the agency began its wrk. 


The message was sent by the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India to 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions of the Congregational 
Christian Churches (US), 


"Wie remember with gratitude the labours of all American missionaries here 
since 1816", the message says. "We thank God that we were blessed by enjoying 
such a connection with the Congregational Churches of America. (Their) con- 
tribution has become a part of the texture of our lives and can never be taken 
away." Rs 


The Board, which sent its first group of eight missionaries to India in et 
1812 (two years after its formation) has since sent out almost 5 000 missionaries 
to 34 countries, It currently maintains 350 missionaries in several thousand 
schools, churches, hospitals, clinics and social centres, HPS, Geneva 


Queen Hlizabeth Joins Scottish Reformation Service 


. (Edinburgh) - Queen Elizabeth joined in the service of thanksgiving marking the 
400th anniversary of the Scottish Reformation at 5t, Giles Cathedral here, More 
than 2,000 persons from churches around the world thronged the historic old ca- 
thedral. 


The Queen also addressed the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland - 
the first British sovereign to do so since union of the crowns of Scotland and 
England in 1603, 


Accompanied by Prince Philip, the Queen drove through crowd-lined streets 
to St. Giles where John Knox once preached and near where the fiery leader of 
the Scottish Reformation now lies buried. 


In her speech to the General Assembly lasting just over five minutes the _ 
Queen described the Scottish Reformation as "a distant turing point in the na- 
tion's life". 


"In spite of the bitter quarrels of the past and the divided religious 
loyalties which still remain with us", she said, “I believe that what happened 
at the Reformation can be stated in terms on which all Christians may agree. 
Holy Writ was liberated to the people and as a result the word of God was re- 
vealed again as a force to be reckoned with in the affairs of both public and 
private life," 


Although none of the Queen's predecessors had been present at the General 
Assembly since the union of the crowns, the tradition of royal attendance had F 
been kept alive by a long succession of Lord High Commissioners, Unlike the 
Church of England, established by Henry VIII, the Church of Scotland does not 
recognize the monarch as head of the church. 


i ‘ ee i et 
an! 4 Hey W 


Birt: a as ies oe ne bs Peele oho ah 
ai ey ie arse 54st) r uy o ' ped ie ee ee Si "4 ae 8S cake: tee <0 7 ante 
i! na rca eS Sg f rr te es Aa pale v AS ethos : 

‘4 ; v % <i yabes iden dpe ne. ai & 
horace, aca alae ‘ia be ane, 1a) 
. j : «4 ee ib corey ¥: rons 


= ke : 


tio iw e 
; asics "is 


5 Ai uh ww 
PP w x 7 
A Oe fu 5 Ks! 


oe stares Ske. APO ida aaah 
uctet  QARL Stet ; AE os jai pel winger 
“Satiie) Luatdeneamige, oe ee nPOnCAOD A 
a wae ml oraeies Dig spiees 


hips 


waotnn ie aie 


ass te 


ite iste ip ee gee 

\ 2) hte sale ee 
PO ps hit +t <5 ONS es 
,elortracs Rae ate ele 


Ny 

’ > ae 

yak)! and! fo Seer shee 
sins. Oa abies THES “Wy 


o 


v¥sh Asie eet bent § me 
Sa Siti = wk i 


5 a ees ae 
at +4446 an tie 
a ' meee crate ‘ 


‘ise ee Sate eal aa 
af : Leal Smid fond SQM 2 9 
. \ ¢ Te Pat 2 im ATi 
ie 1 Me Pr Ares saay eel pa wi "i ces " ere oak td ie) ae 
Miata) Fat Lhe RCE RM gl 
d ihe 72 Om, 8 Weis sae? hay aart, iad fea ge 
uahy ARNE Bias Pee pagan sit ‘pone mii |: | 
ee ia " BER Uhr ty va es cal hd * ee 
im | Ns RT yo 2 
eS mG fas ah hi ; 
es ae epee’ a Annee 


Bis tas ea) ec ees 
| aia se 


aD 


fo th 
es, DY Ie0 


wee | cet 


No. 39 = 21st October, 1960 6 


The ranking prelate of the Anglican Church, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
was represented by the Archbishop of York, the Rt. Rev. A.M. Ramsey, who began 
the week of Reformation celebrations with a sermon in St. Mary's Cathedral. 


Dr. Ramsey stressed the continuing need for Reformation in the Church's life 
and progress towards unity, truth and holiness, He said both churches must be 
ready to learn from one another for their gifts were not their own but "the 
gifts of the risen and ascended Christ", EPS, Geneva 


Greek Government and Orthodox Church Agreement Reported 


(Athens) - The Greek Orthodox Church and the Greek government are reported to 
have reached accord on several points of difference in revision of the church's 
constitution. 


A major agreement reached, following recent talks between church and govern- 
ment officials, deals with the controversial issue of the transfer of metropoli- 
tans from one diocese to another. The question has been raised particularly with 
relation to the larger dioceses. 


The government is now reported prepared to accept an amendment to the con-— 
stitution which would permit such transfers in seven or eight of the major dio- 
ceses when there is a vacancy. 


farlier the government had suggested that there be no transfers except in 
the major dioceses of Salonika, Patras and Ioannina. 


The church's hierarchy had strongly opposed permanent assignment and asked 
the retention of the right to fill vacancies by transfer of bishops from one 
diocese to another. There are a total of some 70 dioceses in the church. 


Other points on which agreement is also reported include the qualifications | 
for candidates for the office of Archbishop of Athens and All-Greece, the church's 
highest ranking prelate, and on provisions for the increase of the pay of parish 
clergy (see EPS No. 42, 1959). Several other crucial issues, however, are still 
pending solution. EPS, Geneva 


{ 


Training Started for Communist Youth Dedications 
| (Berlin) - Opening ceremonies for training for youth dedication rites - the Com 
“munist equivalent of church confirmation— are taking place in Hast Germany. 


The dedications will be held at the end of the current school term, The 
government seeks to enroll at least 85 per cent of eligible teen-agers in the 
(programme, according to an announcement, The figure last year was about 70 per 

cent. 


It said all parents of youth in the training classes should be visited re- 
‘gularly and that “more than ever youth dedication should be made a matter for 
_the whole family". EPS, Geneva 


Religious Attack on Kennedy Plauned 

(New York) — A massive new religious attack on the candidacy of Sen. John F. | 
Kennedy is being organised in the United States to begin on Reformation Sunday, } 
November 8. Senator Kennedy, a Roman Catholic, is the presidential nominee of 

the Democratic Party, 
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Spearhead of the attack is reported to be the National Association of 
Evangelicals, an organisation representing 38 fundamentalist sects with 28,000 
churches, 


One of its messages mailed to several thousand persons in the nation 
charges, among other things, that the Roman Catholic Church is scheming to make 
the United States a Catholic country and to rule the world, 


Simultaneously, a second but separate move to distribute "hate" literature 
is also reported underway by various other groups. 


This was disclosed by the Fair Campaign Practices Committee headed by Mr. 
Charles P. Taft, a prominent Protestant Episcopal layman, The agency, which is 
non-profit and bi-partisan, is serving as a watchdog on bigotry in this election, 
An agency spokesman said it already had "indications" that some of the "gutter 
propagandists" are planning the drive to coincide with that of the National As- 
sociation of Evangelicals. EPS, Geneva 


iba IBeaeue 


A West German church leader has warned against “the unkind spirit" which 
condemns everything about Eastern Europe because it has a different political 
Viewpoint. President Ernst Wilm of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia said 
the practice is “devilish and ought to be severely condemned", 


* * 


The last foreign missionary in Northern Vietnam, Father Lena, a French Do- 
minican priest, has been expelled by the authorities in Hanoi. He is the last 
foreign missionary to leave the area north of the seventeenth parallel, The 
last two foreign nuns, Sisters of the Congregation of Saint Paul of Chartres, 


were expelled a few days earlier, 
x * 


Karthquake-stricken parishes in Chile have started to rebuild churches 
destroyed in the recent catastrophe. A Ge»man architect will travel to Chile 
in November to discuss reconstruction of the churches in Puerto Montt, Valdivia, 
Llanguihue and possibly Puerto Octay. Meanwhile, local architects have been 
asked to submit plans for the church buildings, 


* * 


Three films on the life and work of John Knox are being prepared in Scotland, 
One of them, a documentary colour film, which will probably be called "The John 
Knox Story", is in process at the Glasgow Park Film Studios. The second, a 
black-and-white film called "Shades of John Knox", will give documentary in- 
formation on important places in the life of John Knox and his followers. A 
third film, "Our Heritage", will document the influence of John Knox in present— 


day Scotland, 
x x 


The first in a projected serics of four volumes documenting preparations 
for the Roman Catholic Church's Second Vatican Council has just been printed, 
The 167-page book contains all of Pope John XXIII's statement on the Council. 
The next three volumes will deal with proposals of the hierarchy, and the pre- 
paratory studies of the various Catholic theological faculties. 
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The first volume of a new series entitled "Helps for Translators" has been 
published by the United Bible Societies. Dealing with "Old Testament Trans- 
lation Problems", it is based on the work of the Netherlands Bible Society pre- 
paratory to the publication eight years ago of the new Dutch translation. It 
treats about 1,200 separate passages. The book is available, free of charge, 
to Bible translators actively engaged in Old Testament translation work. Cost 
for the general public is 24/- sterling or US $3.40, 


* * 


Micro-filming of 500 writings by Martin Luther and other Reformation authors 
will be undertaken by the Institute for Reformation Research, a US agency with 
headquarters in St. Louis, Mo. The work will be done at the Aschaffenburg 
Library in Germany. The project is expected to take about three months. Dupli- 
cates will be made available to researchers. 


nS 


Union Theological Seminary, New York, has launched a special three-year 
study of references to other religious groups and to racial groups in Protestant 
education curricula. The project will involve study of changes in content, the 
pr:cess by which certain kinds of changes are made and the influence of such 
factors as the faith constituency served and regional, class and status loyalties. 


ae ye 


Us Protestant and Orthodox churches co-operating in Church World Service are 
being asked to raise $928,870 during the coming Thanksgiving season (November 24) 
for the agency's 1961 "Share Our Surplus" programme. Funds from the appeal will 
be used to distribute an estimated 350 million pounds of food to necdy in over 


430 areas. 
x * 


Construction has begun on a new $500,000 seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church (US) near San Juan, Puerto Rico. The school will serve as a training 


Pcentre for seminarians from the Caribbean area and Central America, 


cae 


Pilot schools of theology have been opened at United Theological College in 


‘Montreal, Canada, and at Emmanuel College of the University of Toronto by the 
United eich of Canada. The two projects arc aimed at helping laymen and women 


achieve “deeper, better understanding of their church and its teaching". 
* * 


Copies of an enlarged colour photograph of the late Toyohiko Kagawa, taken 
not long before the recent death of the famous Christian evangelist, are avail- 


‘fable from AVACO (Christian Audio Visual Centre) of Japan. The Agency plans 
world-wide distribution of the picture and all profits will go to the support 


of the work begun by Dr. Kagawa. EPS, Geneva 


